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French Country House

Celebrating eclectic exuberance, joyful colour and spirited pattern, the interiors of this French
country house designed by Sean Symington blend the best of English and French style
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The owners wanted to create a timeless
look for the kitchen, so chose Shaker-style
cabinetry, painted in Vert de Terre and
India Yellow, both by Farrow & Ball. The
handmade splashback tiles were sourced
in Paris at Carrelages du Marais, while the
Crinkly ceramic pendant lights came from
The French House. The kitchen curtains
are made in Birds & Cherries fabric in Aqua,
by GP & ] Baker, with walls painted in
hool House White, Farrow & Ball
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In the dining room, an old farmhouse table
is surrounded by mismatching chairs, some
with slip covers. ‘They are designed to be

robust for family life] says interior designer
Sean Symington. The slip covers are made
in Cavaillon in Mordore by Plerre Frey, while
the armchairs are upholstered in (left) Tree
of Life with Cockerel by Chelsea Textil
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Y] WV ithiits elegant white facade,
this charming, quintessentially French house, just outside
Paris, has an unexpected interior that, with its curated colour
and pattern exudes joie de vivre. The French homeowners
had relocated from London to France and had been renting
properties in London. ‘But this was their first proper family
home,’ says interior designer Sean Symington.

For Sean, it was his biggest project to date as it involved
a comprehensive renovation and full refurbishment. ‘It
was only supposed to be a light touch at first, then it ended
up being the whole house,” he says. ‘It took two years and
it was quite full-on going back and forth to Paris.”

Structural work took place from top to bottom, with
a complete reconfiguration of the upper floor, where the
children’s bedrooms and a bathroom were created. On the
first floor, double doors were installed in the main bedroom
to provide an en-suite bathroom and dressing room.
Meanwhile, downstairs, the kitchen was reconfigured to
create better flow into the dining room and a boot room was
added. The basement, with its brick ceiling, was renovated
and houses a wine cellar, pantry, utility room and gym.

The original brief from the client was for an interior
aesthetic in subtle English country house style, but this
evolved as time went on. "We started off with what the
client thought she should do, as opposed to what she actually
liked,” notes Sean, and the client’s folky art collection soon
took centre stage. ‘It’s so full of colour and sets the tone
for what the house needed to be. The client is verv bohemian,
colourful and eclectic. She is very into artisanal pieces and
appreciates the specialness of craft; she didn’t want the
spaces to seem too “decorated”,” Sean continues. *Her
wish was for it to feel like a family home that was collected
and layered, and incorporated picces that had a sense
of history and told a story, rather than everything being
perfect. Originally, we had matching wallpaper and
curtains - it was quintessentially preppy and curated -
but that changed and it became much more eclectic.’

From the moment visitors enter the house, there’s
a hint of what's to come. Warm-white walls in the

A French couple, who together with their two
young children, recently returned to France after spending
20 years living and working in London.

A 19th-century French four-bedroom
townhouse in a quiet residential area 45 miles south of Paris.

The owners enlisted the help of British
designer Sean Symington (seansymington.com) to carry out
a complete redesign of the house. Sean reconfigured the top

floor for the children, created a main bedroom suite and a
basement wine cellar, utility and gym. He suggested a colour
palette to complement the owners' artworks, coming up with

a scheme that married the best of French and British style.

French Country House
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hallway provided a blank canvas for the vibrant artwork
arranged on either side of a statement chest of drawers,
hand- painted by decorative artist Tess Newall. Raspberry
hues and sunny vellows provide jovful accents.

‘We knew that the walls needed to be neutral because they
had that pop of art and we didn’t want them to be too busy,’
says Sean. Threads of raspberry and vellow are woven
throughout the rooms, complementing other palettes. The
cloakroom showeases a yellow basin and a folk-inspired
GP & J Baker wallpaper. ‘It's a really important design for the
house as it dictated the tone for the ground floor,” explains
Sean. ‘We used the same print on the kitchen curtains and
mirrored the colours on the cabinetry with the delicate aged
green Vert de Terre, and India Yellow on the island, both by
Farrow & Ball.” Yellow armchairs and a striped raspberry
ottoman continue the theme in the living room.

Even in the rooms decarated with a different palette
there are flourishes, such as the elegant blue dining room
with its display of antique yellow-glazed confit pots and
red inside the glazed cabinets. Meanwhile, the snug has
an aqua palette with raspberry accents,

Upstairs, Sean has infused his hero hues into the main
bedroom with a statement vellow end-of -bed sofa and a
hand-embroidered headboard fabric in both colours. In the
guest bedroom, vellow trailing fern wallpaper and curtain
fabric form the backdrop to an elegant canopy in raspberry
pink. Even the bathrooms pull the colours through with a
yellow roll- top bath in the main bathroom and a red one in
the children’s bathroom. *We were conscious of not having
each room do its own thing, " says Sean.

Inanod to the period and heritage of the house, Sean
has incorporated a wealth of pieces that have a sense of
history. These include French antigue furniture that,
ironically, was sourced in England but has now returned
to France — an echo of the clients” own journey.
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French Country House

TOP LEFT & RIGHT The art
studio on the first floor was
designed to be both inspiring
and practical, with natural light
influencing the layout. Vintage
pieces add charm; light fittings
are by Pooky, with Alice Palmer
& Co shades. The woodwork is
in Red Earth by Farrow & Ball
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ABOVE LEFT GP & ) Baker's
Birds & Cherries wallpaper in
the cloakroom was the starting
point for schemes elsewhere on
the ground floor. The concrete
basin in Ochre, from the Cast
Iron Bath Company, is matched
beautifully with Farrow & Ball's
Lichen on the panelling

ABOVE RIGHT The utility
room in the basement
underwent restoration to retain
the brick ceiling. Under-counter
skirts conceal storage, while
curtains in Schumacher's
Marella in Leaf add to the
cottagey look. The ceramic wall
light is from The French House

210U In the dining room,
walls and panelling are painted
in relaxing Blue Gray by Farrow
& Ball, which complements the
blue of the sofa in the living
room beyond. The large
antigue table was found at
Tinker & Toad in Rye and

the sofa is from Sofa.com









French Country House

L5257 The artwork definitely
played a role in developing this
scheme, says Sean, of the living
room. The Wavy footstool is by
Isabelle Baldwin, upholstered

in Zig Zag Stripe fabric in
Raspberry, Salvesen Graham;
the base has been painted in
Preference Red, Farrow & Ball

TOP LEFT & RIGHT The living
room adjoins the snug, where
Willa Check Large wallpaper

in Seaglass from Schumacher
creates the ideal backdrop for
artwork. The Hampton chandelier
was found at Visual Comfort &
Co and the rattan coffee table
is from Sharland England

A = LE5T Colours in the
clients’ eclectic art collection in
the hallway are mirrored on the
antique chest of drawers, which
has been hand-painted by Tess
Newall. Walls and panelling are
painted in Scheool House White,
Farrow & Ball; the mirror came
from Labyrinthe Interiors

S B0V Floordength curtains
in Aditi hand-blocked print in
Green by Schumacher, frame
the decorative front door. The
stair runner is in Newport by
Unnatural Flooring, timmed

in Aluminium, Crucial Trading.
The stair spindles are painted
in French Gray by Farrow & Ball
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TOP LEFT & RIGHT This
child’s room was designed with
longevity in mind. The trundle
bed allows for flexibility while the
chippy blue painted vintage desk,
which serves for drawing and
colouring, will in time become a
homewaork space. The wallpaper
is Callaloo, Alice Palmer & Co
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-1 A skirted stool
in a gingham fabric injects a
ferinine note in this bathroom,
while the yellow bath pops out
from the muted colour palette.
This is the Millbrook double-
ended bath from The Cast Iron
Bath Company, painted in
Sudbury Yellow, Farrow & Ball

ABOVE RIGHT The wavy lines
of the Climbing Curios wallpaper
from Common Room and the
bobbin frame of the bespoke
mirror by Sean Symington bring
softness to this scheme, while
the vanity unit painted in Light
Blug, Farrow & Ball, ties in with
the calming colour palette
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“101 T The antique French
settee at the end of the bed
was reupholstered in a sunny
yellow embroidery, while the
headboard is in Ashenwood by
Kit Kemp, Chelsea Textiles. As
this space is large, Sean felt a
cosier colour was needed on
the walls to ‘hold the room’
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French Country House

=57 Sean wanted this guest
room to feel warm and layered.
He chose a half-tester canopy in
a folk-inspired fabric - Regatta
in Garland, Lewis & Wood -

to break up the Scrolling Fern
Silhouette wallpaper in Ochre,
Soane Britain. The lamp and
shade are by Penny Morrison

TOP LEFT & RIGHT A ditsy
floral wallpaper, Babushka by
Tess Newall, provides a classic
country backdrop in this girl's
room. The bespoke day bed by
Sean Symington is framed by a
tester canopy in Mimi in Robin's
Egg, Thibaut, and Trickle in
Salmaon, lan Sanderson

LU0V E LEST The second-floor
hallway introduces a sense of
playfulness as it leads to the
children’s rooms and bathroom,
with cheerful tones tying the
spaces together, The vibrant
yellow wardrobe features panels
of Marigold hand-block-printed
fabric by Schumacher

"0V The guest bathroom
keeps a sense of continuity from
the adjoining bedroom, with a
classic wallpaper and curtains
in GP & J Baker's Poppy Sprig
design. The scheme's soft
blue-green tones are gently
threaded throughout the home
to bring cohesion and ease
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Pretty practical

LEFT For quintessential, bucolic cottage charm in a utility
room, go for a freestanding design and decorate surfaces with
florals, stripes and plenty of colour. Switching traditional
wooden cabinetry for a tiled worktop and a ruffled sink skirt
brings a relaxed, nostalgic feel and offers the chance to
introduce pattern and eye-catching tones, such as the
Charleston Red of these handerafted tiles. For walls, Morris &
Co's iconic small-scale Mallow design offers a gentle nod to
the British countryside and comes in an array of soft, liveable
tones. To complete the look, decorate with vintage
homewares and accessories, including rustic confit pots and
dairy bowls, traditional wicker baskets and old wooden
boards - not forgetting the iconic sheila maid clothes airer.

Bloomsbury tiles in Charleston Red, £2.54 per tile, Marlborough
Tiles. Mallow wallpaper in Apple Green, £90 a roll, Morris & Co

Decorating

Into the groove

ABOVE Tongue-and-groove panelling instantly injects
cottage charm. In bathrooms it’s a fabulous alternative to
cold tiles, as it protects walls while adding gentle texture and
softness. For rooms with little light, painting panelling in an
uplifting mellow yellow, such as Farrow & Ball’s Hay shade,
brings warmth, as demonstrated in this attic bathroom by
Sean Symington. Introducing pattern underfoot adds fun,

as does the scallop-edged and skirted vanity. No bathroom
would be complete without the iconie rolltop bath, and this
red design makes a striking focal point.

Walls in Hay; vanity in Oval Room Blue, both flat eggshell, from
£35.50 for 750ml, Farrow & Ball. Millbrook double-ended cast iron
bath painted in Farrow & Ball's Rectory Red, from £1.820, Ashbee
& Stone. Swan-neck wall lamps, £42 each, Pooky. Embroidered Blue
Cherry 14in box pleat lampshades, £160 each, Alice Palmer & Co

Period Living 23



